
 THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY AND MARINE CORPS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20350-1000

Mr. and Mrs. Joe American Marine
123 Anystreet Road
Anytown, USA 12345-1234

Dear Marine Corps Family, 

 On behalf of the Department of the Navy and Marine Corps, 
please accept my very sincere condolences on the loss of your 
son Captain Joseph A. Marine, from injuries sustained in combat 
operations during Operation Iraqi Freedom.

 Brave Americans like your son have served our Nation for 
233 years to protect and defend the freedom and liberties we 
cherish. Joe gave his life to preserve these priceless gifts
for us and for future generations. He was proud to be a Marine 
and to uphold the finest traditions of the Marine Corps. Please 
know your son’s sacrifice will not be forgotten.

 Our thoughts and prayers are with you. May God bless you 
now and in the years ahead.

 Sincerely,

 Donald C. Winter

November 18, 2008
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